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A tribute to Dr Gregory John Kesby AM

The Editorial Panel, authors and contributors of this edition of Good 
medical practice acknowledge the contributions of the late Dr Greg 
Kesby AM, who was editor-in-chief at the beginning of this project in 
2021 and contributed to shaping the publication until his passing on 
25 October 2021 at the age of 58.

Dr Greg Kesby BSc(Hons), MBBS(Hons) NSW, PhD(Cantab), DDU, ASUM, 
FRANZCOG, CMFM, MAICD initially studied for a double degree in science 
and medicine at the University of New South Wales, and graduated with 
honours in both fields. Following research at the Physiological Laboratory 
at the University of Cambridge, Dr Kesby was admitted to the degree of 
Doctor of Philosophy. His interest in physiology, maternal-fetal medicine, 
genetics and fetal therapy led Dr Kesby to pursue specialist training in 

obstetrics and gynaecology in both the UK and Australia. He was a Fellow of the Royal Australian 
and New Zealand College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists and a specialist in maternal-fetal 
Medicine. He worked as a maternal-fetal medicine specialist at both Sydney Ultrasound for Women 
and the Department of High-Risk Obstetrics and Fetal Medicine at the Royal Prince Alfred Hospital in 
Sydney. For more than 10 years, Dr Kesby was an examiner and a member of the Council of the Royal 
Australian and New Zealand College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists. He was a passionate teacher 
throughout his career.

Dr Kesby made a significant contribution to medical regulation, and ethics and professionalism in 
medicine, serving on the Medical Council of NSW for more than 10 years (including 3 years as President), 
as a Director of the Australian Medical Council, Chair of the NSW Board of the Medical Board of 
Australia, and Chair of the Professionalism and Ethics Advisory Committee and Professional Standards 
Committee of the Royal Australian and New Zealand College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists.

We acknowledge and thank Dr Kesby and hope that this new edition meets the high standards that he 
would have expected.

Dr Greg Kesby AM
Courtesy of Ms Vanessa Ballard
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care. Peter has been involved with communication skills training for almost 30 years and has been a 
clinician for 35 years. He has taught on numerous postgraduate communication skills courses with a 
variety of health professional disciplines nationally and internationally over the past 15+ years. He is 
also involved in whole-of-organisation interventions to improve the quality of clinical communication.

Prudence McEvoy MBBS, DipPsychotherapy, FRANZCP, Cert Accreditation Child and Adolescent 
Psychiatry is a senior child and adolescent psychiatrist who is currently Lead Psychiatric Director 
within the Department of Child Protection in South Australia. This position was created in 2019, and 
has enhanced the interface between child and adolescent psychiatry and child protection. She was 
previously Clinical Director of the statewide Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service, and has 
always worked with infants, children and adolescents who have experienced child maltreatment both 
in private and public practice.

Talila Milroy FRACGP, MBBS, BSc is a Yindjibarndi and Palyku GP and early career researcher. She 
has research interests in Aboriginal health and women’s and children’s health. She held an RACGP 
academic post with the University of Western Australia, where her research project focused on 
experiences of racism for Indigenous GP trainees. She currently provides primary care services to 
Aboriginal women and children in a multidisciplinary clinic in Rockingham, WA. She contributes to 
Aboriginal health and general practice teaching at UWA Medical School.

Dinesh Palipana OAM MD, LLB, GradDipLP, CertEM, GAICD was the first quadriplegic medical intern 
in Queensland. Dinesh is a doctor, and lawyer. Dinesh works in the emergency department at Gold 
Coast Health. He is a researcher and senior lecturer at the Griffith University. Dinesh was a senior 
advisor to the Disability Royal Commission. He is an ambassador to the Human Rights Commission’s 
IncludeAbility program, a co-founder of Doctors with Disabilities Australia, and an advisory board 
member to Healthylife.

Dinesh was Gold Coast Health’s Junior Doctor of the Year in 2018. He was awarded the Medal of the 
Order of Australia in 2019. He was the third Australian to be awarded a Henry Viscardi Achievement 
Award. He was the 2021 Griffith University Young Alumnus of the Year. Dinesh was the Queensland 
Australian of the Year for 2021. His autobiography, Stronger, was published in 2022.

Lisa Pritchard LLB(Hons I), GradDipLegalPrac is Deputy Public Guardian at the Office of the Public 
Guardian (Queensland). Lisa’s responsibilities include acting as Statutory Health Attorney to provide 
consent to health care as decision maker of last resort, and overseeing investigations into allegations of 
abuse, neglect and exploitation of adults with impaired capacity. Lisa has over 25 years of experience 
in consumer protection and complaints management in the UK and Australia, including in human 
services and health regulation and complaints management as Director of the Professional Standards 
Unit, Queensland Medical Board; Director Ethical Standards Unit, Queensland Health; and Executive 
Director, Queensland Office of the Health Ombudsman (Assessment and Resolution). Lisa was a 
foundational member of the executive team at the Office of the Health Ombudsman at its inception in 
2014, and established and led the complaints management and dispute resolution functions.  



Good medical practicexxviii

  ﻿ 

John M Quinn AM MBBS, FRACS, FACS, GAICD is a retired consultant vascular surgeon who worked 
in public and private practice in Brisbane. Prior to retirement in 2018 he was Director of Vascular 
Surgery at Princess Alexandra Hospital in Brisbane. John has also been Executive Director for Surgical 
Affairs at the Royal Australasian College of Surgeons (RACS) since 2005, and in addition is currently 
Director of Medical Services at St Vincent’s Private Hospital Northside (Brisbane). In all of these areas 
he is exposed to matters of professionalism, ethics and the law, especially transgressions or alleged 
transgressions in these and related fields. He has been very involved with RACS in the training of 
vascular surgeons and served as Chair of the Training Board in Vascular Surgery and also as Senior 
Examiner for Vascular Surgery for RACS.

Dr Quinn was awarded Membership of the Order of Australia (AM) for significant service to medicine 
in the fields of general and vascular surgery and to professional organisations.

Gary D Rogers MBBS, MGPPsych, PhD, FAMEE, FANZAHPE, PFHEA is a health professions educational 
leader, learning and teaching scholar, public health researcher and GP with a focus on HIV medicine. 
He is Professor of Medical Education and Dean of the School of Medicine at Deakin University in 
Victoria, Australia. Gary is a former President of the Australian and New Zealand Association for Health 
Professional Educators and a current member of the Executive Committee of Medical Deans Australia 
and New Zealand. He also serves on AMC’s Medical Schools Accreditation Committee. Professor 
Rogers’ educational research focuses on the affective learning associated with the acquisition of 
professional and interprofessional values among health professional students, as well as widening 
access to health professional education as a health workforce strategy.

Tim Shaw PhD, BSc is Professor of Digital Health at the University of Sydney and leads the Research 
in Implementation Science and eHealth Group. He is recognised as an international leader in digital 
health and focuses on how health data can be used to transform care and how technology can 
support new models and approaches to care. He specialises in building partnerships across industry, 
services, government and universities to deliver high-impact research translation and education. Over 
the past five years he has been a chief investigator on over 30 competitive or commissioned research 
and development projects totalling more than A$124 million.

Bernadette Tobin AO MA(Melb), MEd(Melb), PhD(Cantab) is the director of the Plunkett Centre for 
Ethics, located at St Vincent’s Hospital in Sydney, and Reader in Philosophy at Australian Catholic 
University. She has held adjunct appointments in the medical faculties of the University of New South 
Wales and the University of Sydney. She served for three triennia on the Australian Health Ethics 
Committee. She has authored more than 50 articles singly or jointly with others in the peer-reviewed 
literature. In 2016 she was appointed an Officer in the Order of Australia.

Tim Usherwood BSc, MBBS, MD, DMS, FRCP, FRCGP, FRACGP is Emeritus Professor of General Practice 
at the University of Sydney; Honorary Professorial Fellow at the George Institute for Global Health; 
and Consultant Emeritus at Westmead Hospital. He was Chair and then Deputy Chair of the Board 
of Western Sydney PHN (WentWest Ltd) until 2022, having led establishment of WentWest in 2002 
initially as the regional general practice training provider for western Sydney. He chaired the General 
Practice and Primary Care Committee of the 2016–2020 MBS Review, and was Head of Westmead 
Clinical School 2019–2020. Professor Usherwood’s research has focused on the development and 
evaluation of interventions to improve health outcomes in chronic disease and primary care, with 
particular application to healthcare access, vascular disease, depression and asthma. He has published 
more than 250 refereed research papers on these and related topics. Professor Usherwood practised 
clinically at Western Sydney Community Controlled Aboriginal Health Service for almost 20 years, and 
subsequently at Western Sydney Sexual Health Centre and Public Health Unit.
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Emma Warnecke MBBS(Hons), FRACGP, MMH, Grad Cert LT Health Professionals is a Medical 
Practitioner and Associate Professor at the University of Tasmania, School of Medicine. Emma has a 
long-held interest in effective communication and shared decision making, and wrote an article for 
Australian Family Physician in 2014 on the art of communication. Emma also has an interest in mental 
health and doctor wellbeing.

Emma found herself on the other side of the doctor–patient relationship after being diagnosed with 
triple negative breast cancer in 2018, in her 40s. Emma has written an article about her journey 
(https://insightplus.mja.com.au/2021/42/when-the-doctor-becomes-the-patient-my-breast-cancer-
journey/). With this lived experience of the patient perspective through the lens of a doctor, Emma 
continues to be a passionate advocate for patient empowerment through enhancing communication.  

Susan Wearne BM, PhD, MMedSci, FACRRM, FRACGP, MRCGP, DCH, DRCOG, DFFP, GCTEd, GAICD 
is Senior Medical Adviser, Health Workforce Division in the Australian Government Department of 
Health, Disability and Ageing. She works on the Australian Government policies and programs that 
teach and train quality health professionals and promote their distribution to underserved areas. This 
role capitalises on her experience as a GP and academic in Alice Springs, which included work at an 
Aboriginal Medical Service and for the Royal Flying Doctor Service. 

As a UK graduate, Susan hopes her chapter on the Australian healthcare system gives other 
international medical graduates the information that she learned opportunistically from generous 
students and colleagues when she moved from Yorkshire to Central Australia and then Canberra.

Mark Wenitong MBBS has Kabi Kabi and South Sea Islander heritage and holds a significant 
leadership role in First Nations health and mental health fields covering clinical governance, strategic 
primary healthcare planning, research and policy. He is a past president and founding member of 
the Australian Indigenous Doctors’ Association, the inaugural Co-Chair of the Queensland Health 
statewide First Nations Clinical Network. He is currently a National Mental Health Commissioner. He 
sits on the national Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander genomics advisory group, and the national 
advisory group for the implementation of the national Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health 
plan. His main area of clinical interest is Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander primary health care and 
translation of research into practice, and has been heavily involved in research translation in remote 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander primary health care in Cape York and the Torres Strait.

https://insightplus.mja.com.au/2021/42/when-the-doctor-becomes-the-patient-my-breast-cancer-journey/
https://insightplus.mja.com.au/2021/42/when-the-doctor-becomes-the-patient-my-breast-cancer-journey/

