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Acknowledgement of Country
The Australian Medical Council acknowledges Aboriginal, Torres Strait Islander Peoples 
and Maori Peoples as the Traditional Custodians of the lands the AMC works upon. 

We pay respects to Elders past, present and emerging and acknowledge the ongoing 
contributions that Indigenous Peoples make to all communities. We acknowledge the 
government policies and practices that impact on the health and wellbeing of Indigenous 
Peoples and commit to working together to support healing and positive health outcomes. 

The AMC is committed to improving outcomes for Aboriginal, Torres Strait Islander and 
Maori Peoples through its assessment and accreditation processes including equitable 
access to health services for First Nations Peoples.

About the Australian Medical Council
The Australian Medical Council (AMC) is a national standards body for medical education, 
training and assessment. Its purpose is to ensure that the standards of education, 
training and assessment of the medical profession promote and protect the health of the 
Australian community. 
The AMC is the accreditation authority for medicine 
under the Health Practitioner Regulation National 
Law {the National Law). It develops accreditation 
standards and assesses medical programs of study 
against the standards. Its accreditation processes 
cover all phases of medical education and training, 
from primary medical programs delivered in university 
medical schools through to specialist medical 
programs delivered by medical colleges and continuing 
professional development (CPD) homes. 

The AMC sets the standard for and manages the 
national assessment for international medical 
graduates who are seeking to establish eligibility for 
general registration. It contributed to the development 
of all the current Australian assessment pathways 
for international medical graduates. The AMC also 
undertakes research and analysis to support the review 
and improvement of assessment pathways so they 
remain valid, reliable, fair and efficient. 

2 Australian Medical Council Limited | Assessment Domains | V1.1



Assessment Domains
Typically, there will be between three and five domains assessed in each station. The 
candidate performance on each separate domain is rated on a seven-point scale. There is 
no pass/fail point for these ratings. 

The expectations of the candidate are described specifically for each domain as relevant 
to the individual station. The below are generic descriptors of what may be included in 
each domain.

For more information on the marking system of the clinical examination, please see the 
Clinical Examination Specifications: https://www.amc.org.au/examination-specifications/ 
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Approach to the patient, their relative, a carer or another  
health professional 
This domain refers to the way you interact with the patient or their family, and 
your ability to demonstrate:

•	 Empathy
•	 Respect for patient autonomy
•	 Cultural sensitivity 
•	 Flexible responsive communication style 
•	 Avoidance of technical language
•	 Checking of patient understanding
•	 Managing expectations

History
This domain assesses your ability to:

•	 Identify key symptoms
•	 Identify relevant clinical and contextual information
•	 Identify relevant positive and negative findings
•	 Integrate initial history to inform subsequent inquiry

Choice and technique of examination, organisation and sequence
This domain assesses your ability to demonstrate an examination with:

•	 Consideration of patient comfort, safety and modesty
•	 Relevance of examination components to patient’s presenting complaints  

and medical history
•	 Logical and efficient sequencing of actions
•	 Inclusion of all required elements
•	 Matching level of specificity of examination to clinical context

Accuracy of examination
This domain assesses your ability to demonstrate:

•	 Thoroughness and precision of technique
•	 Identification of relevant signs and symptoms including severity
•	 Accurate reporting/documentation of findings 
•	 Integration of initial examination findings to inform subsequent  

examination elements

Familiarity with test equipment
This domain assesses:

•	 Familiarity with and proficiency in using medical equipment and devices 
relevant to the specialty

•	 Demonstration of correct handling, operation, and maintenance  
of equipment

Performance of procedure
This domain assesses:

•	 Consideration of patient comfort, safety and modesty
•	 Explanation to the patient
•	 Precision of technique
•	 Procedural accuracy
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Explanation of procedure
This domain assesses:

•	 Explanation of the purpose, steps, and potential risks of a procedure in a 
clear and understandable manner

Commentary to examiner
This domain assesses your ability to:

•	 Provide clear, concise, and comprehensive descriptions of  
clinical findings

•	 Correctly interpret data
•	 Justify diagnostic and management decisions

Choice of investigations
This domain assesses your ability to:

•	 Integrate clinical indications, context, patient history, and examination 
findings in investigation selection

•	 Demonstrate knowledge of investigation indications, limitations, and 
interpretation of results

•	 Include all relevant investigations including unlikely but  
important diagnoses

•	 Avoid irrelevant investigations

Interpretation of investigation
This domain assesses your ability to:

•	 Correctly interpret data
•	 Describe normal and abnormal results and implications for diagnosis  

and management
•	 Logically integrate test results into clinical decision-making

Diagnosis/ differential diagnoses
This domain assesses your ability to formulate a diagnosis/ differential diagnoses 
that includes:

•	 Integration of history, examination findings, and relevant investigations  
as appropriate

•	 Consideration of likely conditions that could explain the  
patient’s symptoms

•	 A sufficiently complete list that includes unlikely but  
important diagnoses

•	 A description of clinical reasoning

Management plan
This domain assesses your ability to:

•	 Demonstrate evidence-informed approach
•	 Include treatment options, follow-up considerations, and addressing 

potential complications
•	 Tailor management to match the urgency or severity of the situation
•	 Respond to patient preferences where these are expressed

Patient counselling/education
This domain assesses your ability to:

•	 Effectively communicate with and educate patients regarding their 
diagnosis, management options and prognosis

•	 Address concerns, answer questions and obtain consent
•	 Discuss risks and benefits of any proposed management plan
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